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Moira Wallace was born in 
Carmel and was considered 
a child prodigy. The San 
Francisco Chronicle 
published her first work 
when she was 13 and the 
fashionable San Francisco 
store Gump’s exhibited her 
drawings, water colors and 
linoleum blocks when she 
was 16. Wallace worked for 
the noted outdoor 
advertising firm of Foster 
and Kleiser and then the 
French beauty products 
company, Coty. She 
studied for short periods 
with noted artists Armin 
Hansen and Francis 
McComas and McComas 
recommended her to S.F.B. 
Morse, president of Del 
Monte Properties Company. 
When Morse remodeled 
the Palm Grill Room 
(today’s El Prado Room) on 
the ground floor of Hotel 
Del Monte in 1931, he 
commissioned Wallace to 
create an extensive set of 
wall paintings in the room. 
The Carmel Pine Cone 
reported on her art: 25 
December 1931, “Working 
with a bold sweep, Miss 
Wallace has created what 
many consider to be the 
most attractive rendezvous 
to be found in the West. 
Not only are the walls 
completely transformed 
with nearly seventy murals 
depicting Balinese life, but 
the new room boasts an 
entirely different aspect by 
virtue of an elaborate and 
modern lighting system.”1 
Morse renamed the room 
the Bali Room. 
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Clockwise (left to right): 
Moira Wallace; comedian 
Bob Hope performing in the 
Bali Room during World 
War II; wall paintings on the 
southern side of the Bali 
Room. 
Below: the Palm Grill Room 
as it appeared before 
Wallace painted her stylized 
scenes of Bali.
